THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

were included various tribes, and that these
were distinguished by different totems, or sub-
totems. But the Nag was common to all, and
the Sun was worshipped by all.

According to some Brahmanical authorities,
both Asuras and Aryas were children of Kasyapa,
though by different wives.1

This progenitor of the Solar race is identified
with the Sun and with the tortoise.3 It is prob-
able that he was either the Sun-god, or a very
early deified Solar chief.

We learn from the Satapatha Brahmana that :
" This tortoise (Kasyapa) is the same as yonder
sun.J'3

The tortoise was one of the earliest and most
widely spread totems of the Solar race.

The various birds, beasts, reptiles, and other
objects, assigned! as progeny to Kasyapa, doubt-
less represent the totems, or sub-totems, of
different Solar tribes.

Kasyapa has been connected, and apparently
with good reason, with the Kaspian sea, and the
tribes living to the; south of it.4

The rishi^,Vrihaspati went to the "Sea of
Milk " to consult " the great Kasyapa." 6 The

1 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixiv.
3Atharva Veda, xiii. 3, 10; xix. 53, 10.
3 Satapatha Brahmana, vii. v. i, 5, 6 (S.B.E.).
* " Iran und Turan," 51.      5 Harivansa, Langlois, II, 28.
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